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X an writing to you on a matter of some urgency, the 
recent arrests of my father- and brother-in-law in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina-. I write in the hope that you may be of 
assistance in seeing that their cases are dealt with justly. 

Ky father-in-1 aw, Epifanio Kendez Fieitas (Paraguayan, 
aged SO), has been active as an exiled liberal political op- 
ponent • to the Stroessner regime in Faraguay for many years. 

A brief biographical sketch follows, accurate to the best of 
my memory. In the nineteen forties and early fifties he played 
an active role in the political life of Paraguay. In addition 
to holding high positions in the majority Colorado Party, he 
was, successively Chief of Police of the capital and President 
of the Banco Central (the national bank). At the international 
level, he presided over the delegation, of his country for the « 
drafting and signing of the' Treaty of Economic Union between 
Paraguay and Argentina in August, 1953- And in 1955 he acted 
as confidential negotiator for the restablishment of normal 
relations between Uruguay and Argentina by petition of lirugua 
yen President Luis Batlle Berres and with express approval o? 
the Paraguayan Government. In 195S, shortly after Stroessner 
took power by a ’coup d’etat", ny father-in-law became one of 
the first of the many exiles the Stroessner regime has produced. 
He lived in Uruguay until 1573, devoting himself to editing 
newspapers, writing several books, and organizing his fellow 
exiles, all these efforts directed against the evils cf the 
Stroessner regime. (I might add that his life. in exile, and 
consequently that of his family, has been one of very modest 
means.) In these efforts be has consistently resisted, those 
who felt that violence should be used to topple the regime and 
has insisted that the goal be achieved peacefully. During these 
years, as might be understood, he has been attacked repeatedly 
by the government in Paraguay, which went so far at one time 
to send essassins to kill him, these being intercepted by the 
Uruguayan police. A more frequent form of attack has been to 
label him as a communist, which is patently false. In 1973, 
after the government of Uruguay became more friendly towards 
that of Paraguay, he was arrested and ordered to either cease 
all political activity or leave the country. Ke chose the lat- 
ter course and moved with his family to Buer.os A.ires. Ke has 
continued his struggle there in the same vein as before, that 
is, active only m matters dealing with his country. Paraguay. 

Ke was arrested or.ce there in July 1976 on false charges,- 
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apparently the result of a bribe by the Paraguayan govern- 
ment. (The charge, made by a junior immigration official, was 
that he had traveled to 3ariloche - Argentina - to contact 
leftists from Chile, when in fact he has never left Buenos 
Aires since moving there.) She charges were dropped after 
about a week and he was released. My brother-in-law, Epifa- 
nio‘ Mendez (hijo) (Paraguayan aged 24-) , is a member of the 
party of which my father-in-law is president, but is not 
active politically. He works as a photographer in Buenos Aires, 
and X believe that the only reason he was arrested was because 
of his relationship to my father-in-law. 

Given the above as background and given the current situa 
tion in Argentina, I believe that it is clear that the arrests' 
of my father— .and brother-in-law are at worst just another 
reprisal on. the pert of the Paraguayan government against my 
father and at best an acceptance by some -Argentinian official 
of the lies that the S.troessner regime spreads. Tire actual 
events of the last few days are the following, as they were 
related to me and my wife the evening of October-12 by 
telephone. 

My brother-in-law, Epifanio Mendez (hijo), left work last 
Thursday (Oct. 6) with two of his employers. The driver of the 
car, one of the others, was stopped for speeding. The driver 
argued with the policeman^and, in consequence, all three ~ > 

were arrested. The next morning my brother was released with- 
out charges and later the other two were released also. Appa- 
rently a Paraguayan agent looked over the list of arrestees 
(a common practice, I understand) and saw the name Epifanio 
Mendez, which is the same as that of my father-in-law. At any 
rate, Priday afternoon (Oct. 7) two policemen, one armed with 
a machine gun, arrived at my father-in-law's aoartment look- 
ing for the person by that name, supposedly for him to fill 
out some papers at the police station. The name problem was 
rectified, and my father-in-law. explained that they had no 
seed 'to look for his son since 'he hadn't, done anything, but 
that when the son arrived home from work he would go with him 
to the police station to straighten things out. This they did 
and were both promptly arrested when they arrived at the” 
police otition. They were held incommunicado in the Seccio- 
nal Segunda of Buenos Aires. Initially no charges were speci- 
fied. Their friends appealed ' habeas corpus' and were then 

told that they were charged of''Iuppc¥ea“7eTations~T7rth _ ’23P Y 

(the extreme left wing Ejercito Hevolucionsrio del Pueblo) 
and organizations of Paraguayan workers . They we re also told 
that the case is under military jurisdiction. 

I don't unnerstand what is meant by "organizations of 
T’-taguayar. workers" , but to me the other charge is an obvious 
invention. My father— in— law has had contact in the past with 
the ’’Orgsnisscion Regional Internacional de Trabajadores"(OBIT) 
but it seer.s unlikely that this would be a crime anywhere. His 
interests concern only Paraguay and he would never have any- 
tning to do^ with even a Paraguayan guerrilla organization, 
much less the .Argentinean ESP. Ky brother-in-law is not a poli- 
tical activist at all. The charges are clearly an excuse to 
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harass my father,. Even the circumstances of the arrest indicat; 
this., 

The following additional information was related to me 

yesterday (Oct. 15) and.- today- (Cct.16). Hy -father— and-brother 

in-lav/ were taken from the Seccional Segunda early Friday morn- 
ing by federal security persons. They are now being held at an 
undisclosed location but are recognized as being held by the 
first Army Corps under the command of General Carlos Suarez 
Mason. Furthermore, it has been stated that the charges are 
against one of then only, but since they both have the same 
n 2 me, they are both being held incommunicado until it is deci- 
ded which one is being charged. 

What can you do? I don't know exactly. But I do ask that, 
you bring what influence you can to bear to see that my father- 
and.~brother-in-law are dealt with fairly. A letter or telegram 
expressing your concern regarding the case sent to the proper 
authorities could have 3 very beneficial effect;, since it would 
at least alert them to the fact that their actions are open to 
outside scrutiny. A list of some of the persons jin Argentina 
who it would be worthwhile to contact is enclosed. 

In closing, I apologize for having written at such 
length on the one hand, and am frustrated at having been able 
to convey so little on the other. At any rate I transmit this 
appeal for help with the hope that it will convince you to. dq. 
something, and with the conviction that whatever you do, 
however little, will have a great effect. Thank you- for your 
attention. 


_.icurs truly. 



Ray E. Faith 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Statistics 
Stanford University 
Stanford., Ca. 2^3.05 
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cc: Don Edwards 

Adolfo E. Ksnclares 
Jorge A. Aja Espil 
John R. Quinn 
Patricia Darian 

P.S.: Prior to their arrest, my father- and brother-in-law (who 
are both Paraguayan citizens) lived at:t 


